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Message to the Senate Transmitting the North Atlantic Treaty Protocols on
the Accession of Albania and Croatia
July 23, 2008

To the Senate of the United States:
I transmit herewith, for Senate advice

and consent to ratification, Protocols to the
North Atlantic Treaty of 1949 on the Ac-
cession of the Republic of Albania and the
Republic of Croatia. These Protocols were
adopted at Brussels on July 9, 2008, and
signed that day on behalf of the United
States and the other Parties to the North
Atlantic Treaty. Also transmitted for the in-
formation of the Senate is the report of
the Department of State, which includes
an overview of the Protocols.

NATO enlargement remains an historic
success in advancing freedom, stability, and
democracy in the Euro-Atlantic area. Alba-
nia and Croatia serve as two more examples
of countries motivated by the prospect of
NATO membership to advance significant
and difficult political, economic, and mili-
tary reforms. Their efforts and success

demonstrate to other countries in the Bal-
kans and beyond that NATO’s door remains
open to nations willing to shoulder the re-
sponsibilities of membership. I am pleased
that, with the advice and consent of the
Senate, these new democracies can soon
join us as members of this great Alliance.

I ask the Senate to join me in advancing
the cause of freedom and strengthening
NATO by providing its prompt advice and
consent to ratification of these Protocols
of Accession. My Administration stands
ready to assist you in any way we can in
your deliberations.

GEORGE W. BUSH

The White House,
July 23, 2008.

NOTE: This message was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on July 24.

Remarks on the President’s Freedom Agenda
July 24, 2008

Thank you all. Please be seated. Hen-
rietta, thank you for the kind introduction.
I am honored to join you all today to ex-
press America’s solidarity with those who
yearn for liberty around the world.

Captive Nations Week was first observed
in 1959, at a time when Soviet communism
seemed ascendant. Few people at that first
gathering could have envisioned then what
the—that the cold war would end the way
it did, with the triumph of the shipyard
workers in Poland, a Velvet Revolution in
Prague, the fall of the Berlin Wall, and
the peaceful collapse of the Soviet Union.
Captive Nation Week is a chance for us
to reflect on that remarkable history and

to honor the brave dissidents and democ-
racy activists who helped secure freedom’s
victory in the great ideological struggle of
the 20th century.

Captive Nation Week is also a chance
to reflect on the challenges we face in the
21st century: the challenge of the new ideo-
logical struggle against violent extremism.
In this struggle, we can go forward with
confidence. Free nations have faced deter-
mined enemies before and have prevailed,
and we will prevail again.

I appreciate your leadership of USAID,
Henrietta, and I want to thank all those
who work for this very important agency.
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I appreciate you being on the frontlines
of compassion and decency and liberty.

I’m honored to be here with the Sec-
retary of Commerce, Carlos Gutierrez. The
Cuban dissidents have no better friend than
Carlos Gutierrez. Think about America:
Carlos was raised—born in Cuba. Today,
he sits in the Cabinet of the President of
the United States. I love what our country
represents. And, Carlos, I thank you for
serving.

I’m proud to be here with Ambassador
John Negroponte; he’s the Deputy Sec-
retary of the Department of State. Deputy
Secretary of Defense Gordon England is
with us. Ambassador Mark Dybul, U.S.
Global AIDS Coordinator; thanks for com-
ing, Mark. Other members of the adminis-
tration—a lot of members from the diplo-
matic corps; thank you for coming. I’m
proud to be in your presence.

I believe America’s a hope for the world
because we are a nation that stands strongly
for freedom. We believe that every man,
woman, and child is given the gift of liberty
by our Creator. That’s a fundamental belief
of the United States. This cherished belief
has guided our leaders from America’s ear-
liest days.

We see this belief in George Washing-
ton’s assertion that freedom’s cause, as he
put it—the cause is ‘‘the cause of man-
kind.’’

We see it in Lincoln’s summoning of
‘‘the spirit which prizes liberty as the herit-
age of all men, in all lands, everywhere.’’

We see it in Wilson’s pledge to make
the world ‘‘safe for democracy’’ in World
War I, and FDR’s determination to make
America the ‘‘arsenal of democracy in
World War II.’’

We see it in Kennedy’s promise to ‘‘pay
any price . . . to assure the survival and
success of liberty,’’ and Ronald Reagan’s
call to ‘‘move toward a world in which all
people are at last free to determine their
own destiny.’’

Over the years, different Presidents, from
different eras, different political parties,

have acted to defend and advance the cause
of liberty. These actions included bold poli-
cies such as the Lend-Lease Act, the Mar-
shall Plan, the Berlin Airlift, the creation
of NATO and the Voice of America, sup-
port for freedom fighters in Central Amer-
ica, and the liberation of Grenada and Pan-
ama. Because we were steadfast in liberty’s
defense, the cause of freedom prevailed.

At the dawn of a new century, our belief
in the universality of freedom is being chal-
lenged once again. We saw the challenge
on September the 11th, 2001. On that day,
terrorists, harbored by a tyrannical regime
thousands of miles from America, brought
death and destruction to our shores. We
learned important lessons: To protect
America, we must fight the enemy abroad
so we don’t have to face them here, and
to protect America, we must defeat the ide-
ology of hatred by spreading the hope of
freedom.

For the past 7 years, this is exactly what
we’ve done. Since 9/11, we recognized that
we’re at war, and we must stop new attacks
before they happen, not wait until after
they happen. So we’re going after—we’re
giving our intelligence and law enforcement
and homeland security professionals the
tools they need to stop the terrorists before
they strike again. We’re transforming our
military to meet the threats of a new cen-
tury. We’re putting pressure on the enemy.
We’ve captured or killed thousands of ter-
rorists, including most of those responsible
for the September the 11th attacks. We’ve
removed regimes in Afghanistan and Iraq
that threatened our citizens and the peace
in the world. And now we’re helping the
people of those two nations fight the terror-
ists who want to establish new safe havens
from which to launch attacks on America
and our friends.

In the long run, though, the best way
to defeat the terrorists is to offer a hopeful
alternative to their murderous ideology, and
that alternative is based on human liberty.

We’ve seen a hopeful beginning for the
cause of liberty at the start of the 21st
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century. Over the last 7 years, we’ve seen
the citizens in Afghanistan and Iraq emerge
from tyranny to establish representative
Governments. We’ve seen citizens in Geor-
gia and Ukraine stand up for their right
to free and fair elections. We’ve seen peo-
ple in Lebanon take to the streets to de-
mand their independence. We’ve seen
strides toward democracy taken by nations
such as Kuwait and Liberia, Mauritania,
Morocco, and Pakistan.

It’s in our national interest to continue
liberty’s advance, because we know from
history that the advance of freedom is nec-
essary for our security and for world peace.
Just think about World War II. During that
conflict, Japan and Germany were enemies
of America who invaded their neighbors
and destabilized the world. And today,
Japan and Germany are strong democracies
and good friends and strong allies in the
cause of peace.

During the cold war, the nations of Cen-
tral and Eastern Europe were part of the
Warsaw Pact alliance that was poised to
attack Western Europe. Today, most of
those nations are members of the NATO
alliance, who are using their freedom to
aid the rise of other young democracies.
In these experiences, we have seen the
transformative power of freedom. We’ve
seen that free societies don’t harbor terror-
ists or launch unprovoked attacks on their
neighbors. Free societies are peaceful soci-
eties, and that is why the United States
of America must continue to cause—to lead
the cause of freedom.

Over the past 7 years, we’ve learned that
leading the cause of freedom requires com-
bating hopelessness in struggling nations.
Combating hopelessness is in America’s se-
curity interests, because the only way our
enemies can recruit people to their dark
ideology is to exploit distress and despair.
Combating hopelessness is in our moral in-
terests. Americans believe that to whom
much is given, much is required. So the
challenge for America in the years ahead
is to continue to help people in struggling

nations achieve freedom from corruption,
freedom from disease, freedom from pov-
erty, freedom from hunger, and freedom
from tyranny.

In the years ahead, America must con-
tinue to use our foreign assistance to pro-
mote democracy and good government. In-
creased aid alone will not help nations
overcome institutional challenges that hold
entire societies back. To be effective, our
aid must be targeted to encourage the de-
velopment of free and accountable institu-
tions.

In the past 7 years, we’ve more than
doubled the Federal budget for democracy
and governance and human rights pro-
grams. We’ve increased the budget for the
National Endowment of Democracy
more—by more than 150 percent since
2001. We’ve transformed the way we de-
liver aid by creating the Millennium Chal-
lenge Account, which is a new approach
to foreign assistance, which offers support
to developing nations that fight corruption
and govern justly and open their economies
and invest in the health and education of
their people. The challenge for future
Presidents and future Congresses will be
to ensure that America’s generosity remains
tied to the promotion of transparency and
accountability and prosperity.

In the years ahead, America must con-
tinue to promote free trade and open in-
vestment. Over the long term, trade and
investment are the best ways to fight pov-
erty and build strong and prosperous soci-
eties. Over the past 7 years, we expanded
the African Growth and Opportunity Act,
which is spreading prosperity by dramati-
cally increasing trade between the United
States and Africa; implemented free trade
agreements with 11 countries, creating
hope and opportunity for both our citizens
and the citizens of these nations. We’re
striving to make this the year that the world
completes an ambitious Doha trade agree-
ment; we’ll open up new markets for Amer-
icans’ goods and services and help alleviate
poverty around the world. The challenge
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for future Presidents and future Congresses
is to reject the false temptation of protec-
tionism and keep the world open for trade.

In the years ahead, America must con-
tinue to fight against disease. Nations af-
flicted with debilitating public health crises
cannot build strong and prosperous soci-
eties for their citizens. America’s helping
these nations replace disease and despair
with healing and hope. We’re working in
15 African nations to cut the number of
malaria-related deaths in half. Our Emer-
gency Plan for AIDS Relief, known as
PEPFAR, is supporting the treatment of
more than 1.7 million people. And Con-
gress will soon pass legislation to signifi-
cantly expand this vital initiative. We’re ex-
panding our efforts to train health workers
for the poorest countries, to treat key ne-
glected tropical diseases, such as river
blindness and hookworm. The challenge for
future Presidents and future Congresses
will be to continue this commitment so that
we can lift the shadow of malaria and HIV/
AIDS and other diseases once and for all.

In the years ahead, America must con-
tinue to lead the fight against global hun-
ger. Nobel Prize winner Norman Borlaug
once said, ‘‘You can’t build peace on empty
stomachs.’’ Americans are answering the
call to feed the hungry. This year, the
United States has provided more than $1.8
billion in new funds to bolster global food
security. We’re the world’s largest provider
of food aid. But I strongly believe we must
transform the way that our food aid is de-
livered. One innovative proposal is to pur-
chase up to 25 percent of our food assist-
ance directly from farmers in developing
nations. This would help build up local ag-
riculture; it will help break the cycle of
famine. And I ask the United States Con-
gress to approve this measure as soon as
possible. The challenge for future Presi-
dents and future Congresses will to—be to
find still other innovative ways to alleviate
hunger while promoting greater self-reli-
ance in developing nations.

In the years ahead, America must con-
tinue to lead the cause of human rights.
The Soviet dissident Andrei Amalrik once
compared a tyrannical state to a soldier
who holds a rifle on his enemy until his
arms finally tire and the prisoner escapes.
It’s important we never strengthen the
arms. The role of free nations like ours
is to put pressure on the arms of the
world’s tyrants and strengthen the prisoners
who are striving for their liberty.

For the past 7 years, we’ve spoken out
against human rights abuses by tyrannical
regimes like those in Iran, Sudan, and Syria
and Zimbabwe. We’ve spoken candidly
about human rights with nations with
whom we’ve got good relations, such as
Egypt and Saudi Arabia and China. In
keeping with this commitment, today I
renew my call for the release of all pris-
oners of conscience around the world, in-
cluding Ayman Nour of Egypt, Aung San
Suu Kyi of Burma, Oscar Biscet of Cuba,
Riad Seif of Syria.

To ensure our Government continues to
speak out for those who have no other
voice, I recently issued a directive instruct-
ing all senior U.S. officials serving in un-
democratic countries to maintain regular
contact with political dissidents and democ-
racy activists. The challenge for future
Presidents and future Congresses is to en-
sure that America always stands with those
seeking freedom and never hesitates to
shine the light of conscience on abuses of
human rights around the world.

As Henrietta mentioned, with us today
are individuals who suffered terribly in the
cause of freedom and whose stories inspire
our country. And their examples of resil-
ience and resolve should give us courage.
I’m not going to mention all the ones I
met, but I’d like to make—mention some.

First, we stand with Blanca Gonzalez.
Her son Normando Hernandez Gonzalez
remains in Castro’s gulag for speaking the
truth about the Cuban regime. Bienvenido.

We stand with Olga Kozulina. Her father
Alexander Kozulin remains in prison in
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Belarus for the ‘‘crime’’ of running for
President. Welcome.

We stand with Manouchehr Mohammadi.
Both he and his brother were viciously tor-
tured by the Iranian authorities. He was
the only one who survived and escaped.
Welcome to America.

We stand with Cho Jin Hae, who wit-
nessed several of her family members
starve to death in North Korea. She herself
was tortured by the Communist authorities.

I thank you all for coming. I thank the
others who took time out of their day to
meet me as well. I appreciate your testa-
ment to the universal desire for freedom.

This morning, I have a message for all
those throughout the world who languish
in tyranny. I know there are moments when
it feels like you’re alone in your struggle.
And you’re not alone; America hears you.
Millions of our citizens stand with you, and
hope still lives, even in bleak places and
in dark moments.

Even now, change is stirring in places
like Havana and Damascus and Tehran.
The people of these nations dream of a
free future, hope for a free future, and
believe that a free future will come. And
it will. May God be with them in their
struggle. America always will be.

Thank you for letting me come by, and
may God bless you all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:26 a.m. at
the Ronald Reagan Building and Inter-
national Trade Center. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to U.S. Agency for International De-
velopment Administrator Henrietta H. Fore;
Egyptian opposition politician Ayman Nour;
Aung San Suu Kyi, leader of the National
League for Democracy in Burma; Cuban dis-
sident Oscar Elias Biscet Gonzalez; Syrian
political activist Riad Seif; and former Presi-
dent Fidel Castro Ruz of Cuba. The Office
of the Press Secretary also released a Spanish
language transcript of these remarks.

Statement on Signing an Executive Order Blocking Property of Additional
Persons Undermining Democratic Processes or Institutions in Zimbabwe
July 25, 2008

Today I have signed a new Executive
order that expands our sanctions against the
illegitimate Government of Zimbabwe. The
new Executive order significantly enhances
our ability to designate individuals in and
entities connected to the Mugabe regime.
Under the new Executive order, the Treas-
ury Department will today designate several
of these Government-controlled entities.

This action is a direct result of the
Mugabe regime’s continued politically moti-
vated violence, disregarding calls from the
Southern African Development Commu-
nity, the African Union, and the United
Nations to halt the attacks. The regime has
also continued its ban against NGO activi-
ties that would provide assistance to the
suffering and vulnerable people of

Zimbabwe. No regime should ignore the
will of its own people and calls from the
international community without con-
sequences.

Should ongoing talks in South Africa be-
tween Mugabe’s regime and the Movement
of Democratic Change result in a new gov-
ernment that reflects the will of the
Zimbabwean people, the United States
stands ready to provide a substantial assist-
ance package, development aid, and nor-
malization with international financial insti-
tutions.

In the meantime, I am reaffirming my
commitment to support the suffering peo-
ple of Zimbabwe, authorizing the use of
up to $2.5 million from the U.S. Emer-
gency Refugee and Migration Assistance
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